
Module Code  AD-1202 

Module Title    Population and Development Studies 

Type of Module: Major/Breadth 

Modular Credits:  
4 

Student Workload:        8 hours per week 
Contact hours:                2 hours per week   

Prerequisite: None 

Antirequisite: None 

Aims/Objectives/Rationale: 
 

The link between population growth and development, particularly the social and 
economic development has been the subject of intense discussions and debates since 
the Second World War and it continues to be the focus of many studies today. Some 
developing countries’ high population growth, increased urbanisation and low levels 
of economic growth are associated with low social and economic development and 
with increasing poverty.  
The aims of this module are first, to introduce students to population and 
development issues, concepts and theories by encompassing the basic elements of 
demographic changes and implications on health and mortality, fertility, migration, 
urbanization and age structure. Second, to provide students with a broad perspective 
on the relationships between population growth, urbanisation and sustainable 
development. 
 

Module Content  :  
 

 Definitions and concepts 

 Factors of population size, density and growth 

 Spatial analysis of historical and contemporary population changes 

 Demographic transition model 

 Theoretical perspectives on population and development 

 Strategies and models of development 

 Implications of population growth on development at national and global levels 

 Migration, urbanization and development 

 Population and development policies, issues and challenges of the 21st century 
 

Assessment  Examination: 
(2 hours) 

60 % Coursework:  
One Test (10%) 
One presentation (10%) 
Essay (20%) 

40 % 
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