
Module Code  AV-3305 

Module Title    Environmental Hazards II 

Type of Module:  Major Option / Breadth 

Modular 
Credits:  4 

Student Workload:  8hrs per week 
Contact hours for timetabling:  2hrs per week 

Prerequisite: None. (AV-2303 would be an advantage) 

Antirequisite: None 

Aims/Objectives/Rationale:   The module introduces students to the different types of 
environmental hazards .The module aims to make students understand that the 
geophysical and biochemical events that cause “natural” hazards are inherent parts of 
the natural environment; and these events are themselves neutral and it is only in 
their interaction with humans, human actions/activities and interests that hazards or 
disasters are created. The module also introduces students to how aspects of political 
realities create differential hazard and how such conditions exacerbate or mitigate 
hazard experiences of communities in different societies. Through case studies of 
hazard occurrence in both economic and technologically advanced countries and less 
developed ones, students will learn how the human condition in different places 
creates or mitigates hazards;  hazard response at the local, regional and global levels; 
and the effectiveness of local, regional and global organizations and institutions in 
combatting hazards. 

Module Content  : 

 The nature of hazard: hazard as an inherent part of environment, dimensions 
of hazard, complexity in hazard and disasters; 

 Different types of hazards: natural, cultural, “na-tech”; 

 Impact of different types of hazards in different societies; 

 Assessing hazard risk and reducing hazard/disaster; 

 The effect of different human factors such as socioeconomic, governance 
(political) on hazard causation and impact; 

 War as hazard; 

 Case studies of natural (e.g. typhoons, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
landslides etc.) and “na-tech” disasters (e.g. industrial and nuclear accidents). 

Assessment  Examination: 
(2 hours) 

60 %             Course Work:  
One presentation (10%) 
One comprehensive test 
(15%) 
Project (15%) 

40 % 
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